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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
736, the resolution now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I stand in strong support of this reso-
lution honoring the 60th anniversary of
the breaking of the sound barrier, and
I want to compliment Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER for introducing it.

Last Sunday marked the 60th anni-
versary of Captain Charles ‘‘Chuck”
Yeager’s historic achievement that led
to the first piloted flight at supersonic
speeds.

As an airplane approaches the speed
of sound, shock waves build up, cre-
ating increased drag, loss of lift and
loss of control. Airplanes had pre-
viously broken up under these condi-
tions, and brave pilots died.

We now know that the passage from
subsonic to supersonic speeds is accom-
panied by some unusual phenomena
which lie in the realm of nonlinear me-
chanical events, events involving some
degree of chaos.

America’s bright engineers and brave
pilots were not deterred. They were
drawn to the challenge of bursting
through this obstacle to learn what lies
on the other side, where no human had
ever been.

On October 14, 1947, Captain Yeager,
sitting on four rocket engines, blasted
through that invisible barrier. Folks
on the ground heard the sonic boom,
and they knew that he had made it. His
successful test flight freed humankind
to travel faster and faster by providing
data that enabled the mapping of a
path to a supersonic future.

This success required all of the ingre-
dients of successful innovation: tech-
nical competence, teamwork, a spirit
of optimism and adventure that ac-
cepts risk taking.

World War II fighter pilot Captain
Chuck Yeager was recognized as the
man for this job. The X-1 was a joint
project of the National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics, NACA, the Air
Force, and Bell Aircraft, with the
turbo-pump-equipped rocket made by
Reaction Motors, Incorporated. It has
been described as a bullet with wings
on it, just 31 feet long and a 28-foot
wingspan.

It’s on display less than a mile from
here over at the Air and Space Mu-
seum, surrounded by many other great
achievements of NACA and its suc-
cessor, NASA, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.

The X-1 and subsequent aerospace
achievements have kept us where the
action is and kept us technologically
competitive. We want to stay in this
game for the next 60 years, and so I
will continue to work to keep America
technologically competitive in aero-
space and in all other areas of innova-
tion.
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And with this resolution, I pay my
respects to Chuck Yeager and to the
many men and women of America’s
great aerospace tradition. I thus want
to voice my support for this resolution,
and I urge its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank Mr. LAMPSON, and I yield the ini-
tial 7 minutes of my time to the prime
sponsor of the resolution, my friend
from California (Mr. ROHRABACHER).

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. LAMPSON and Mr. FEENEY for
their hard work they have been doing
here, not just on this legislation but
overseeing America’s space program.
You certainly have my respect and my
support, and I'm happy today for their
support for this legislation.

This bill takes note and honors
America’s historic aeronautic accom-
plishments on the 60th anniversary of
one of our great aviation milestones,
that of achieving mach 1, better known
as breaking the sound barrier.

It also honors those American sci-
entists and technologists who con-
ceived and designed the Bell XS-1, as
well as the courage of the hero who
flew the plane, General Chuck Yeager
of West Virginia.

The leadership of Larry Bell of Bell
Aircraft and John Stack of NACA,
which is the predecessor of NASA, are
also recognized and applauded here
today.

The sound barrier was not called a
barrier for nothing. As an aircraft ap-
proaches the sound barrier, many of
the subsonic rules of aerodynamics
change radically. Conventional air-
planes that had flown close to mach 1
before that, and they had done this
mainly when they were diving, were
known to have shaken violently and
quite often lost control. On that morn-
ing of October 14, 1947, the principles of
supersonic flight were still not proven.
It was unknown whether an airplane
could surpass the speed of sound and
survive.

The XS-1 was pushing the envelope
and it was dangerous. Behind the
plane, it was really a rocket, as de-
scribed, a rocket with wings, which is
sort of like the plane I have here. Be-
hind that lay the hard work and dedi-
cation of pioneering American sci-
entists and engineers who were to
write the book on supersonic design,
beginning with the XS-1 project.

The XS-1, a bullet with wings, as
they say, was the first high-speed air-
craft built purely for aviation research
purposes, and the XS-1 project was des-
tined to demonstrate that controlled,
sustained flight was possible at super-
sonic speeds.

In addition, this bill honors Chuck
Yeager of West Virginia and all that he
represents in America’s experimental
aeronautics programs. Besides not
knowing whether the aircraft would
break the sound barrier without break-
ing apart, no one knew whether the
human body could survive the kinds of
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forces Yeager was about to undergo. He
was one of the best and the bravest,
and he was, as Tom Wolfe described
him, an individual with the right stuff.

Not only did he reach mach 1 on that
October morning at Edwards Air Force
Base, but he has repeated that on many
occasions since, including October 1997
on the 50th anniversary of his flight.
His life has been an inspiration to gen-
erations of young Americans and, yes,
to young people throughout the world.

And so on that October morning,
American expertise in aeronautic
science and technology, and its human
skills and experience in flight, were put
to the test and came together to tear
down the sound barrier wall and lead
the way to a new era of aviation and to
the space age beyond.

To continue that tradition and the
tradition of these pioneers, I will be in-
troducing an aeronautics and space
prize scholarship bill this week. This
legislation will create a National En-
dowment for Space and Aeronautical
Technology Development, and it will
include a scholarship program, but its
primary mission is to provide prizes for
those who break technology barriers
and enable the further exploration and
utilization of space. Certainly, Chuck
Yeager would have won one of these
prizes.

So I would ask my colleges to join
BART GORDON, RALPH HALL, BUD
CRAMER and others who are in this in
bipartisan support for creating the Na-
tional Endowment for Space and Aero-
nautics Technology Development.

I would also ask my colleagues to
join me tonight in supporting H. Res.
736, honoring the 60th anniversary of
this great milestone in aeronautics and
space technology development.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I’'m proud to be a cosponsor of this
resolution, along with Mr. LAMPSON,
that Mr. ROHRABACHER is the prime
sponsor of, and it does a number of im-
portant things.

It congratulates the National Advi-
sory Committee for Aeronautics and
their test pilots. This was the suc-
cessor agency to what we now know as
NASA. It honors the bravery of Chuck
Yeager and all of the many other test
pilots that took on such risks, and it
basically emphasizes a strong and ro-
bust aeronautics research program for
America.

As both Mr. LAMPSON and Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER have ©pointed out, Mr.
Yeager’s historic flight on October 14,
1947, breaking the sound barrier was a
very dangerous and precarious experi-
ment. At that time, pilots routinely
risked losing control of their aircraft
or, sadly, lost their lives due to ex-
treme forces on the airplane.

But it’s not just that great flight
that made Chuck Yeager such a great
test pilot in America. Chuck Yeager
was only 24 when he flew the Bell X-1
on the famous flight above the Muroc



